This was the first year that the Pontesbury Potter has been closed to entries on the day, as the 500 entry limit set after last year’s record attendance was reached 2 weeks before the event. This meant significant additional work for Roy Evans at Tankerville Pottery, who had to produce 350 of the hand turned pots awarded to each finisher. Some participants elected not to receive a pot and donated the whole entry fee to the event charity – this year the Mary Webb Science College Green Room project, which hopes to start building before the end of 2008. Overall proceeds from this year’s event have reached just over £3,500 after purchase of the pots, another record for the Pontesbury Potter.

The forecast for Saturday was not good, with high winds and heavy showers, but this did not deter the walkers and runners, who enjoyed stunning scenery and spectacular views on the route which took them from Pontesbury over Earl’s Hill, through Habberley, and the Hollies, recently acquired by Shropshire Wildlife Trust, up on to the Stiperstones, then back via Snailbeach and Eastridge woods. The route was slightly shorter than a full 13 miles, but several stiff climbs made it the equivalent of a half marathon. The fastest finishers were Tim Devanney and Adrian Donnelly in 1hr 46 minutes, and 5 others completed the course inside 2 hours, while some enjoyed a more leisurely ramble, complete with picnics along the way, making it a grand day out.

The youngest participant was 10 year old Jack Neale of Pontesbury, who finished in 4hrs 34 minutes, and the youngest girl 11 year old Hannah Jones, who did the walk in 4hrs 37 minutes, having travelled from Birmingham with her father Greg and brother Adam specially for the event.

Thanks to everyone who helped behind the scenes and on the day, especially McPhillips for printing and signs, Alan and Brian Morris, Richard the caretaker, Richard and Gill Otto, Ruth, Finn and Jonathan Walton, Susie Osborne, and the Pontesbury Scouts and Guides for feeding the hordes on their return.

Next year’s Potter will be held on 14th March 2009, and once again there will be a 500 limit with no entries on the day. Booking will open in December 2008.
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